BLESSED KATERI CHURCH

June 10, 2007

Dear Parishioners of Blessed Kateri,

One of the lessons that new deacons and priests —
like newlyweds and new parents — quickly learn is that
with the applause comes the responsibility. | remember
32 years ago, as | moved my books into a new parish,
how the pastor welcomed me warmly, then said, “Meet
me at 6:30 tomorrow morning in the basement and ['ll
show you how to put water in the boiler.”

So let me inform Deacon Barone and all of you about
some of the nitty-gritty issues that after July 1 will
become the responsibility of my friend Msgr. O'Connor.

Starting with water, | told you that we had to install a
$35,000 water purification system because tests showed
that our well had some impurities and bacteria that you
should not drink. That process has taken 9 months, during
which we have placed barriers over the drinking fonts and
provided bottled water for our 750 students.

The problem now is that the students aren’t coming
every week, and the requisite break-in and chemical
testing can't be done without wasting money and a huge
amount of water. (Imagine lots and lots of unnecessary
flushing.) So we are going to keep the status quo until the
start of school; then drinking water will flow freely again.

You can see that there is construction happening or
about to start on both sides of the church. (I suspect that
all the dump trucks moving and beeping during weekday
Masses were sent to prepare me for Masses in the city.)

On the street side, we are getting a whole new septic
system to accommodate the larger number of weekday
users that will be coming to this renovated space for
religious education classes in September 2008. And on
the other side, a huge machine will soon chew up the
parking lot to enable expansion and realignment.

Our architect, Don Swartz, came on Monday to show
Mary Biasotti, Diane McCoach and me his most recent
plans for the reconfiguration of our existing church. Where
we worship now will be changed during the summer next
year. We will gain 5 classrooms, a seminar room, and a
larger office (above ground, with windows!) for the
religious education program and its teachers.

As | said in my recent letter to all donors to the Building
Campaign, thanking the 500+ members who are making
this possible, “Our new church and new classrooms are
being built only because you stepped up and contributed.
Many parishes have needs, but only the best communities
get to address their needs so fast.”

Let me again encourage newer families in the parish to
step up and join those whose names will be memorialized
when the church is finished. Generous pledges over three
years are in fact easy enough to fulfill. Having pride of
ownership and teaching one another to share for the
common good are important lessons to pass on, and
pledging to build a church is a fine way to show our trust
in Providence.

Yours in Christ,
Msgr. William Belford



