
PASTORAL CARE FOR THE SICK: If you are sick, homebound, 
or in the hospital and would like to receive Holy Communion 
or would like a pastoral visit, please contact Deacon John by 
leaving a detailed message at 223-8410 or calling the Parish 
Office at 227-1710.  If you prefer, you may email Deacon John 
at JBarone49@gmail.com. 
 

PRAYER NETWORK: The Prayer Network is a way to have 
prayers requested. Your intentions may be given to Nancy 
Vaughn at 226-4053 or Betty Paraggio at 223-5674, to be 
ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ƻǳǊ άǾƛƴŜέ ƻŦ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: The Youth Choir practices on Wednesdays 
from 6 to 7:00 pm; Adult Choir practices are Wednesdays from 
7:30 to 9:30 pm; Contemporary Ensemble practices are Thurs-
days from 7 to 9:30 pm. All practices are in the church.  Please 
contact our Music Director, Nina Ricci, at BKMusicMinis-
try@gmail.com for more information. 
 

PARENT/CHILD CONNECTION: The Parent-Child Connection 
provides a safe playgroup for young children and an opportu-
nity for adults to share their understanding of early childhood 
issues in an environment that promotes Catholic values. Please 
visit our parish website to see a complete schedule. 
 

T.L.C. TRI PARISH TEEN GROUP: The teen group is a program 
for all the high school students in the parishes of St. Denis, St. 
Columba and Blessed Kateri. The program includes fun activi-
ties such as outings and trips, service activities for the parish 
and greater community, and opportunities to learn more 
about your faith.  
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: New parishioners are always wel-
come.  New Parishioner Forms are available in the church nar-
thex, at the Parish Office, or online. If you are a regular con-
tributor, please consider becoming a member to ensure re-
ceipt of a tax statement at each year-end. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: The Society of St. Vincent de 
tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ άCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻƻǊέΦ 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul offers tangible assistance to 
those in need. Hotline for those in need: 227-7863 

 DIRECTORY OF MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
Adopt-A-Night (feeding homeless) ........... 223-5001 ----------------- Vivian LaColla  
Adult Faith Form/Bible Study ................... 223-3658 -------------------- Julie Borges 
Altar Linens ............................................... 227-2807 ------------- Geraldine Natale 
Altar Rosary Society .................................. 454-1840 ------------------ Betty Perrino 
Altar Servers ............................................. 227-1710 ---------------------- Fr. Graebe 
Baking ....................................................... 221-2741 ---------------- Lorraine Travia 
Baptismal Program ................................... 226-8987 -------------------- Deacon Bob 
Bereavement Group ................................. 221-2741 ---------------- Lorraine Travia 
  bktbereavement@optonline.net 
Blood Drives ............................................. 221-0203 --------------------- Ed Hogarty 
Chapel/Church Cleaners ........................... 223-5650 ------------------ Mary Covucci 
Church Decorators.................................... 227-1529 ------------------ Cathy Varano 
Cursillo...................................................... 226-5207 ------------------ Tony Martino 
Discover Christ.......................................... 223-3658 -------------------- Julie Borges 
Ecumenical Group .................................... 223-3658 ------------------- Dave Borges 
Eucharistic Adoration ............................... 223-3658 ------------------- Dave Borges 
Eucharistic Ministers ................................ 592-8088 -------------------- Deacon Ted 
Faith Formation ........................................ 227-1710 x3 -------------- Mary Biasotti 
Family Catechesis ..................................... 453-7873 ------------------- Pat Atkinson 
        beyondthebluedoor@prodigy.net  
Fund Raising ............................................. 677-6496 --------------- Anthony Cirone 
Gardening/Landscaping ............................ 489-0956 --------------------- John Gunn 
Hospital/Homebound Visits...................... 223-8410 ------------------- Deacon John 
Hospitality ................................................ 677-6496 ----------------- Andrea Cirone 
Knights of Columbus ................................. 705-6098 ---------------- Christian Jones 
  christianjhvac@aol.com 
Lectors ...................................................... 223-8410 ------------------- Deacon John 
Liturgical Minister Schedule ..................... 227-1710 ------------------ Denise Casey  
Junior High Club........................................ 227-8382 ---------- Larry Ryan St. Denis  
Marriage Encounter ................................. 223-5661 --------------- Anne Anderson 
aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ............................................. 223-3658 ------------------- Dave Borges 
Music Ministry/Youth Choir ..................... 227-3643 ----------------------- Nina Ricci 
Pancake Breakfast .................................... 223-5951 -------- Bob & Ellen Newhard 
Parent-Child Connection .......................... 914-275-2637 ----- Kristin DeGregorio 
  KBDegregorio@yahoo.com 
Parish Activities  ...................... bksocialcomm@yahoo.com----Ed & Laura Leahy 
Prayer Shawl Ministry ............................... 223-5001 ----------------- Vivian LaColla 
Prayer Network ........................................ 226-4053 ----------------- Nancy Vaughn 
R.C.I.A./R.C.I.T. ......................................... 227-1710 --------------- Msgr. Desmond 
  bktrcia@gmail.com 
Right To Life ...................................... siestasix@frontiernet.net----Anne Whitton 
Single Parent Support ......................... mamie13383@aol.com----Marie Nazzaro 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ²ƛƴŘ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ  ппл-3519 -------------------- Pat Mackey 
Spiritual Life .............................................. 227-1710 --------------- Msgr. Desmond 
St. Vincent de Paul.................................... 227-7863 --------------------Carol Grafer 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ....................... 226-4053 ----------------- Nancy Vaughn 
Support for Military Families .................... 635-3623 --------- John & Ruth Recchia 
TLC Teen Group ........................................ 227-1710 --------------- Msgr. Desmond 
Teen Music Ministry ................................. 227-3643 ----------------------- Nina Ricci 
Ushers/Greeters ....................................... 677-6496 --------------- Anthony Cirone 
Vacation Bible School ............................... 226-8987 -------------------- Judy Horton 
Young Adult Group/Underground No. ...... 227-8380 --------------- c/o St. Columba 
Widows & Widowers Club  ....................... 223-3097 ----------------------- -Joan Lee 

Prayer For Canonization 
     O God, who, among the many marvels of Your Grace in the 

New World, did cause to blossom on the banks of the Mohawk and 

of the St. Lawrence, the pure and tender Lily, Kateri Tekakwitha, 

grant we beseech You, the favor we beg through her intercession, 

that this Young Lover of Jesus and of His Cross may soon be 

counted among the Saints of Holy Mother Church, and that our 

hearts may be enkindled with a stronger desire to imitate her 

innocence and faith.  We ask this through the same Christ Our 

Lord, Amen. 
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Christmas Blessings from the Clergy and Staff  
of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Church  

 
Monsignor Desmond OõConnor 

Father Brian Graebe  
Deacon John Barone   

Deacon Andrew Daubman  
Deacon Robert Horton  

Deacon Theodore Van De Ven  
Mrs. Mary Biasotti  

Mrs. Nina Ricci  
Mr. Peter Krauss  

Mr. Stephen Piehler  
Mrs. Denise Casey  
Mrs. Joan Crowe  

Mrs. Barbara Kierstead  
Mrs. Diane McCoach  

Parish Office 
tƘƻƴŜΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΦόупрύ ннт-мтмл    CŀȄΧΦΦΦΧΧΦΦόупрύ ннт-1734 
9ƳŀƛƭΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΦōƭŜǎǎŜŘƪŀǘŜǊƛϪƻǇǘƻƴƭƛƴŜΦƴŜǘ 
²ŜōǎƛǘŜΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧǿǿǿΦōƭŜǎǎŜŘƪŀǘŜǊƛǇŀǊƛǎƘΦŎƻƳ 

Mass Schedule 
     {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦΦрΥлл ǇƳ 
     {ǳƴŘŀȅǎΦΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΦфΥллΣ млΥол ŀƳΣ мнΥмр ǇƳ ϧ рΥол ǇƳ 

To the Parish Family of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha  
 

     Our Faith makes us aware of Godôs great Love for us, a Love so great that He desired 
to be born of the Blessed Virgin Mary and share our lives and experiences as humans. So 
Great a Love! So great that we are called to express that Love in the way we lead our 
lives, treat our family and friends, build up our parish and community, and treat those in 
need of experiencing greater Love in their lives.  
    Faith and Love are such wonderful virtues, but I have also been thinking about that 
third virtue: Hope.  Christmas is a time to reflect on our hopes for the New Year and our 
lives.  Hope can be experienced in the anticipation of a young child wanting to see the 
gifts under the Christmas tree, or in test results from a doctor regarding the health of a 
loved one.  Hope can be the feeling of a young person about to propose or in the answer 
for someone awaiting employment.  Hope is a virtue because God loves us and wants the 
best for us. While He doesnôt always say everything will be perfect all the time, He does 
say He will always be there for us and love us. When we speak about Hope, we usually 
think immediately of the things we hope for.  But what about God - did you ever think 
that God has certain hopes for us, our families, our parish, our world?  God truly does 
love us; let us respond by allowing His Hopes for us come true.  
    On behalf of myself, Father Graebe, our Deacons and staff, I want to thank you for the 

wonderful example of Faith, Hope and Love you are to us.  You make it a joy to serve at 

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish.  May the Lord Bless each one of you in this Christmas 

Season and throughout the New Year.           



 Please pray for our parishioners  
 serving in the military : 
  Mark Baaden, Jamie Babon, Michael Baiba-
gallo, Kelly Finn, Matthew Howard, Angie Jablecki, Kenneth 
Jablecki, Zachery Kirchner, Vincent Nichtern, Brendan Recchia, 
William C. Smith, Jr., Hugh Sullivan, Jr., Matthew Walsh, Ian 
Mackay, Edward Raudnael 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday ---------- December 26 
 9:00 am For All Parishioners 
Tuesday ---------- December 27 
      фΥлл ŀƳ         9Ƴƛƭȅ ¢ƻƳŜƻΩ{ǘŀŘƭŜǊ 
                              By the Scianimanico Family 
Wednesday ----- December 28 
      9:00 am          Deacon Anthony Cassaneto (L) 
                              By Blessed Kateri Deacons 
Thursday --------- December 29 
  9:00 am Albino Bailas  
                              By Family   
Friday ------------- December 30 
      9:00 am         Carmelo Sottile 
                              By His family 
Saturday --------- December 31   
 9:00 am 
     5:00 pm    
Sunday ----------- January 1  
     9:00 am  Cesare Tenuta 
  By Antonia Tenuta 
     10:30 am Lorenzo Calvi 
  By Christina & Thomas Kirschner 
     12:15 pm Louis Barbieri 
  By Betty & Pat Paraggio 
     5:30 pm          Joseph & Beatrice Serra 
  By their Daughter and Grand-daughters 

   PARISH INCOME REPORT 

 [ŀǎǘ ²ŜŜƪΩǎ Lƴ-Pew Collection: $ 10,569.00  
  [ŀǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ Lƴ-Pew Collection: $10,135.00  

 

Tuesday ------------------- December 27                              
   7:15 pm Spirit Wind Prayer Group (Chapel) 
Wednesday December 28 
   2:30 pm Blood Drive 
 Church Meeting Room 

   Please pray for those who are ill: 
     Richard and Nancy Anderson,  Walter DePaola, 
     Denee DeVizio, Karen Duke, William Grafer, Alyssa  
    Hoag, Louise Lombardi, Kate Madigan, Joseph Liccione 

Mass Lector  Eucharistic Ministers  Altar Servers  

5:00 pm  Satτ Fr. Graebe Marie Smith 
Andrea Cirone, Anthony Cirone, 

Suzanne Power 
Olivia Gomez, Zachary Reale, 

 Robert Slevin 

9:00 am τ Msgr. Desmond Robert Young 
Anne Anderson, Rosanne Desjardins,  

Patricia Lyons, Christine Ryan, 
Diana Schopen 

Tabitha Akins, Christopher Whitton, 
Adam Wiley 

10:30 amτ Fr. Graebe Mary Ellen Coleman 
Virginia Fisher, Maryanne Johnson, 

Geraldine Natale, Thomas Paulmann,  
Angelina Reale, Charlie Serino, 

Emily Silva 

12:15 pmτ Msgr. Desmond Michael Morrow 
Cathy Anderson, Rosemary Archer, 

Ruth Reccia 
John Byrne, Andrew DeFreitas, 

Alexandra Straley 

5:30 pmς Fr. Graebe Brianna Iannucci Maura Lee-Byrne Michael Marma, Sean Sheridan 

JANUARY 1, 20112  LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
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THE POWER OF PRAYER 
     If you would like to have your name, or someone who has 
given permission to have their name added to the prayer list, 
call Nancy Vaughn at 226-4053.   

CALENDAR REMINDERS   
     Since New Year falls on Sunday this year, the Feast of the 
Holy Family and the Baptism of the Lord are moved to week-
days and is not a holy day of obligation. 
     ά! ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘέ - The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI has 
declared that, beginning on October 11, 2012, the Memorial of 
Blessed John XXIII and concluding on November 23, 2013, The 
{ƻƭŜƳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ά! ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ 
CŀƛǘƘέΦ 

2012 b9² ¸9!wΩ{ SCHEDULE 

 

a!{{9{ b9² ¸9!wΩ{ 5!¸τ FEAST OF MARY,  
MOTHER OF GOD (Regular Weekend Schedule) 

Saturday, 5  pm 
Sunday, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:15 pm, 5:30 pm 

 

MASSES FOR THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 
(Regular Weekend Schedule) Saturday, January 7th, 5:00 pm 
Sunday, January 8th, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:15 pm and 5:30 
pm  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
     The pancake breakfast for January will be on January 8th, 
not the 1st ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ 



PARENT CHILD CONNECTION 
     This week there is no meeting...enjoy your family time!  We 
will begin meeting again in the New Year!  January 10th will 
be our first meeting, we will have regular play group on this 
day.  Contact Kristin DeGregorio at kbdegregorio@yahoo.com 
or 914-275-2637 with any questions. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
   Thank you for your continued prayers and generous sup-
port.  If you would like to volunteer or become a mem-
ber, please call 227-7863.  The next meeting will be January 
11th at 7 pm in the Convent Meeting Room at St. Columba.  

   TLC + TEENS LOVING CHRIST + TLC 
           The Christmas trip to New York City will be on Wednes-
day, December 28th. Permission forms for this trip will be dis-
tributed at the meetings. We will visit the World Trade Center 
site, the Cathedral, the South Street Seaport for lunch, and 
Rockefeller Center. 

FAITH FORMATION 
       We wish all of our families the happiest Christmas Day ever 
with their families and friends, and a blessed New Year 
too!  There are no classes this week, of course, in celebration of 
Jesus' Birthday! 
    Classes will resume, however, on Monday, January 2nd, a day 
earlier than the Arlington Schools. 

[LDI¢Ih¦{9 /5Ω{ !b5 .wh/I¦w9{ 
     These inspiring talks are available after Mass in 
the narthex.  We have a CD about the Mass changes 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ϧ! ²ŀƭƪ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŀǎǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 
For any questions, contact Dusty Maiolo at (845) 590-1601.  
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ATTENTION CATHOLIC TEACHERS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
     The Archdiocesan Catechetical Office is sponsoring The Sixth 
Annual Communion Breakfast for Catholic Teachers in Public 
schools on Saturday, January 28th, 2012 from 10 am  to 1 pm at 
the Riverview Caterers in Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706.      
For more information, contact: Helen Doon at 646-794-2822, or 
Helen.Doon@archny.org, or Sr. Catherine Ryan at 212-923-
0950 or Manhattan@nyfaithformation.org, or Sr. Zelide M. 
Ceccagno at CSWestchester@nyfatihformation.org or 914-965-
0490 . 

BASKETBALL INSTRUCTIONAL CLINICS 
     Mount Saint Mary College will be hosting a series of basket-
ball instructional clinics for boys and girls aged 8-16.  The clin-
ics will take place on the campus from 9 am-12 pm on the fol-
lowing Sundays:  January 8th, 15th and 22nd and Saturday Janu-
ary 14th from 8 am to 11 am.  The clinic cost is $30.00 per 
event.  Please call 845-569-3593  for details.  

     JANUARY HEALING MASS 
     A Healing Mass, with a free flow of the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, will be held in the chapel on January 3, 2012 at Blessed 
Kateri Tekakawitha parish, 1925 Route 82, LaGrangeville,NY 
12540.  Mass is sponsored by Spirit Wind Prayer Group. Praise 
and worship begins at 7 pm, Mass at 7:30.  Individual prayers 
for healing follow Mass. For details, call Pat or Joe, 845-440-
3519 ; Dave or Julie, 845-223-3658. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MINI-RETREATS 
      Both adult and teen parishioners are needed to assist with 
our First Holy Communion Mini-Retreats coming up on January 
28th and 30th.  If interested, please contact the Office of Faith 
Formation, 227-1710x3, for details and the dates of our plan-
ning meetings. 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS 
     /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΗ  
9ŀŎƘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ άŀŘƻǇǘέ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
in need and provide each family with winter clothing items and 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ŀƴǘŀ DƛŦǘǎΗ  hǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜǾƛπ
dent during this joyous season!  Christmas cheer to all from St. 
WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

FAITH FORMATION 8TH GRADE SERVICE  
HOURS OPPORTUNITIES 

    Blessed Kateri Parish and the Red Cross are teaming up for 
blood donations.  Anyone 18 or older can donate blood.  You 
can help by being a canteen or an escort person.  Six 8th grad-
ers are requested to help with the blood drive.  Earn 2 service 
hours.   
    Faith Formation 8th grade students are requested to help 
the Blessed Kateri Blood Drive on Wednesday, December 28th.  
Two students for each time slot, 2:30 ς 4:30 pm, 4:30 ς 6:30 
pm and 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  High school Honor Society Students 
may also volunteer. 
     Please e-mail Mrs. Wendy Young, CSP Coordinator at ser-
vice10hours@aol.com to sign up for a time slot.  Your service 
to the blood drive is much appreciated.  

ST. DENIS ς ST. COLUMBA SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
     To kick-off Catholic Schools Week, St. Denis - St. Columba 
School invites you to join us for our OPEN HOUSE on Sunday, 
January 29th from 10:00 am ς 2:00 pm.  Please visit our web-
site at www.STCOLUMBA.net for more information.  We are 
now offering full day Kindergarten: 

¶ Keeping your children educated as a family from K-8 

¶ Teaching a strong  foundation in Literacy and   Math,  

¶ tǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΥ ά[ƛǾŜƭȅ CŀƛǘƘΣ {ǘǊƻƴƎ /ƘŀǊπ
ŀŎǘŜǊΣ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ IŜŀǊǘέ . 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
     Since the 22nd of January falls on a Sunday, the buses for the 
March will leave Monday, January, 23th.  Two buses are sched-
uled to go to the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. on 
January 23th.  This is the 39th anniversary of the Supreme Court 
making it legal to kill babies.  One bus will leave Mt. Alvernia at 
5:00 am after a 4:30 am Mass.  The other  bus will pick up at St. 
/ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ  ŀ пΥол ŀƳ aŀǎǎΦ  CƻǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘκ
or information, contact Rich at 297-7930 for the bus from Mt. 
Alvernia and George Morton at 226-6896 or Peter Lyons at 298
-6047 for the St. Columba bus.  Prices for adults is $30 and $20 
for students.  All fees and registration must be in by January 4th. 
     If you are unable to take the bus to Washington, D.C., but 
will be available locally at noon time on January 21st, please 
Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ tƻǳƎƘƪŜŜǇπ
sie.  After the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, we will walk 
around Planned Parenthood praying the rosary.  We will then 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

http://www.stcolumba.net/
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (Christmas) 
 First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Isaiah rejoices that God is bringing his exiled people home to Jerusalem. He calls out to the people to be glad because God will 
restore Jerusalem. 

 Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
Paul explains to the Hebrews that although God had spoken through the prophets, people could not always completely under-
ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ bƻǿ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴΣ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΦ 

 Gospel: John 1:1-18 
John describes how the Word came into the world in the form of Jesus. All those who accept Jesus become children of God by 
ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ DƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎΣ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ 
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A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly  
 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
December 25, 2011 
 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǳǎΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŘŜŜŘǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜΣ 
but because of his mercy. He saved us through the baptism of new birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he lav-
ished on us through Jesus Christ our Savior, that we might be justified by his grace and become heirs, in hope, of eternal 
ƭƛŦŜΦέ 
 

A Blessed Christmas to you, as you read this text of St. Paul to Titus. It can be considered a Christmas card, addressed to each one of us, per-
sonally, telling us the meaning of this day. 
 

Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ƎƛŦǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳΥ ΨWǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘΩ ƻǊ ΨWǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦΩ Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀt our celebration 
of the birth of Jesus is all about? An extravagant, loving God in His wisdom became one with us, giving us a Savior. It was a gift He decided to 
give us because of His mercy and our need.  
 

What can I do with this gift? It is to be received with loving hearts, and opened, admired and  used well. Consider the number of persons with 
whom I can share this gift. My family, relatives and friends with whom I might share some part of this day.   
 

Consider a quiet moment of escape, to ponder as did Mary what has transpired in our lives - a God who came to live with us and show us the 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ Iƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ us. 
 

I ask myself today if I am able to recognize the kindness and love of God so that I may reflect it for others? What a wonderful Christmas card 
and greeting! 
 
 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  
 

Sunday  

Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or 

1:1-5, 9-14 
 

Monday  

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
 

Tuesday  

1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 

Wednesday  

1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
 

Thursday  

1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
 

Friday  

Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19;  
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

 

Saturday  

1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 


